
Eugene Auer Elementary School 
17 Wing Street 

Lake Grove, NY 11755 
 
(631) 285-8500        Ken Gutmann, Principal 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I usually start each new school year letter by saying that the school year is off to a great start.  
This year I can say that it is the best start that we have ever had!  It’s amazing to walk down the 
hallways and into the classrooms and see how much learning is already taking place.   Our 
teachers worked hard over the summer creating inviting, warm classroom environments and 
planning activities ranging from building classroom community to challenging academics.  It all 
fell into place quickly and efficiently! 
 
Despite the confusion of many late buses, everything else has been terrific!  Our transportation 
department has been working day and night to overcome the bus issues and things finally seem 
to be falling into place.  They appreciate your patience and understanding. 
 
As I welcome the students each day and say goodbye at dismissal time, I am always struck with 
how fortunate I am to have the job that I have.   The students remind me on a daily basis how to 
look at life with wonder and excitement and how to appreciate the little things in life.  When I 
decided to become a teacher (when I was in third grade!), I never planned to become a 
principal.   Life sometimes leads us to unexpected places and if we are open to new 
opportunities, there’s always something exciting in store.  My job as principal enables me to 
take on many roles, but I still consider myself, primarily, a teacher.  It’s hard to believe that I’m 
beginning my 30th year in education – it honestly feels like I started about five years ago.   I 
guess it’s true that time flies when you’re having fun! 
 
I hope that you and your children are finding the start to the school year just as exciting and 
rewarding.  We are lucky to be part of the Eugene Auer Community – a place where everyone is 
valued, challenged and appreciated.   Our teaching staff, support staff, clerical staff and 
custodial staff work together to always do what is best for students.  Remember that we are 
here for you and we are always ready to help in any way that we can.   
 
Additionally, our PTA is always looking for ways to partner with you.   Consider volunteering at 
one of the many events that are provided for our students – it’s a great way to really get to 
know everyone in the school community.  Your assistance can range from helping with things 
from the comfort of your home or coming to the building to organize an event.  Either way, you 
will feel more connected to our school family when you get involved.   We are hoping for 100% 
PTA membership this year in each classroom!  Keep in mind that becoming a PTA member is not 
a commitment of time, but your $10 membership fee will help to continue the many fine 
programs that our PTA sponsors.    
 
I hope that you have a great school year ahead.  Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any 
questions or I can support you in any way throughout the year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken Gutmann, Principal 


